What is claimed is: 

1 . The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver 
comprising, in combination, the steps of: 

at the human sender's location, employing an actuator manipulated by said human sender 
for generating a communications signal having characteristics chosen by said human sender, 

transmitting said communications signal from said sender's location to the human receiver's 
location, and 

at said human receiver's location, employing a transducer for translating said 
communications signal into a corresponding vibratory stimulation perceivable to said human 
receiver. 

2. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 1 wherein said actuator comprises at least one input device operated by said sender 
for sending a communications signal consisting of a sequence of signaling events and wherein said 
transducer converts said communications signal into a corresponding time sequence of vibratory 
stimuli. 

3. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 2 wherein, at the sender's location, a transducer is employed to translate said 
communications signal into a corresponding vibratory stimulation perceivable to the sender. 

4. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 1 wherein said actuator comprises at least two spaced-apart sensors operated by said 
sender and wherein said transducer converts said communications signal into corresponding 
spaced-apart vibratory stimuli. 

5. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 4 wherein, at the sender's location, a transducer is employed to translate said 
communications signal into a corresponding spaced-apart vibratory stimulation perceivable to the 
sender. 
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6. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 1 wherein said actuator is operated by one or more of the sender's fingers and 
wherein said transducer applies corresponding vibratory stimulation to the receiver's fingers. 

7. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 6 wherein said communications signal indicates the operation of said sensor by two 
or more of the sender's fingers and wherein said transducer applies vibratory stimuli to the 
corresponding two or more of the receiver's fingers. 

8. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 7 wherein, at the sender's location, a transducer is employed to translate said 
communications signal into a corresponding vibratory stimulation at the corresponding two or more 
of the sender's fingers. 

9. The method for communicating between a human sender and a human receiver as set 
forth in claim 1 wherein, at the sender's location, a transducer is employed to translate said 
communications signal into a corresponding vibratory stimulation perceivable to the sender. 

10. A tactile communications system comprising, in combination, 

an actuator responsive to manipulation by a human sender at a sending location for 
generating an output signal indicative of the nature of said manipulation, 

a transmission channel for conveying said signal from said sending location to a remote 
location, and 

a vibration source at said remote location for receiving said signal via said transmission 
channel and producing vibrations perceptible to a human receiver which are indicative of the nature 
of said manipulation by said human sender. 



14 



1 1. A tactile communications system as set forth in claim 10 wherein said actuator 
comprises at least one pressure sensor for producing said signal in response to pressure applied by 
said human sender. 

12. A tactile communications system as set forth in claim 1 1 wherein the intensity of said 
vibrations produced by said vibration source at said remote location is related to the magnitude of 
said pressure applied by said human sender. 

13. A tactile communications system as set forth in claim 10 wherein said output signal is 
indicative of manipulation by said human sender at a first set of different positions and wherein 
said vibration source produces vibrations which are perceptible by said human receiver at a second 
set of different positions at said remote location which correspond to said first set of different 
positions. 

14. A tactile communications system as set forth in claim 10 wherein said tactile 
communications system further includes a vibration source at said sending location for producing 
feedback vibrations perceptible to said human sender which are indicative of the nature of said 
manipulation by said human sender. 

15. A tactile communications system comprising at least two communications devices 
interconnected by a bidirectional, asynchronous transmission channel, each of said devices 
comprising, in combination, 

an actuator responsive to the activity of a first human user for transmitting a time-varying 
signal via said channel that is indicative of the nature of said activity, and 

a stimulator responsive to time-varying signals received via said channel for generating 
vibrations perceptible to a second human user which are indicative of said activity of said first 
human user. 
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